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IT education program achieves milestone of educating 7.8 million Students in 180 countries

SAN JOSE, CA -- (Marketwired) -- 11/07/17 -- Today Cisco (NASDAQ: CSCO) celebrated the 20th
anniversary of Cisco Networking Academy®, its IT skills and career-building program available to
learning institutions and individuals worldwide. In these 20 years, the program has reached 7.8 million
students in 180 countries.

Cisco Networking Academy is the company's longest-running and largest corporate social responsibility
program. The program provides a broad and deep IT curriculum for students of all backgrounds,
teaching the hands-on technical and business skills they need to succeed. Additionally, with many
industries experiencing a shortage of IT talent, Cisco Networking Academy seeks to give students the
skills most in demand worldwide and helps create a trained, diverse workforce for the digital economy.

Since founding Networking Academy® in 1997, Cisco has made $2.6 billion in in-kind contributions of
tools, resources, and support to students, schools, and instructors worldwide. Curriculum and training
for the network's more than 22,000 instructors are provided free of charge to academy partners, which
include high schools, colleges, universities, and other nonprofit community organizations. Since 2005,
more than 1.6 million students who have completed advanced courses have gotten new jobs thanks to
Cisco Networking Academy.

"Cisco is thrilled to celebrate the accomplishments of our students and academy partners over the past
20 years," said Tae Yoo, senior vice president, Corporate Affairs, Cisco. "Together we've reached an
incredible milestone in affecting 7.8 million people around the world."

Cisco Networking Academy has a long history of promoting diversity in the tech field and providing
unique learning opportunities to diverse students of all backgrounds. Today, 24 percent of students
globally are female. In several developing regions, including Latin America and Africa, female
enrollment is well above the global enroliment average. In the United States, 30 percent of enrolled
students are underrepresented minorities (African American/Black, Hispanic/Latino, or American
Indian/Alaska Native), and numerous academies specifically serve military service members, veterans,
and their families. Additionally, Cisco Networking Academy has made a commitment to benefit 10,000


http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1324509&id=12373750&type=1&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.netacad.com%2f

people living with disabilities within the next five years.

Cisco's strong understanding of digitization and macro technology trends, its disruption of industries,
and its market research on the workforce evolution of the digital economy inform the Cisco
Networking Academy learning portfolio. The core focus of the curriculum stays true to Cisco's expertise
in networking and security, while adding coursework in emerging fields such as Internet of Things and
data analytics in alignment with the future of education and business trends. The program also
monitors emerging trends in education, such as massive open online courses (MOOCs); digital
credentials; competency-based learning; and hands-on, maker-based experiences.

The Networking Academy learning experience includes e-learning curricula; personalized assessments;
and hands-on opportunities such as labs, networking simulation software, competitions, and
hackathons. The global Cisco® cloud-scale learning and assessment platform supports advanced
simulations that model the evolution of digitization. It also provides improved analytics and insights
that optimize the learning experience for students and inform program development.

"As we look ahead to the next 20 years for Cisco Networking Academy, we plan to grow our long-term
partnerships around the world," stated Yoo. "We're proud of the effect Cisco Networking Academy has
had globally and, in line with Cisco's culture of innovation, will remain dedicated to evolving the
program curriculum to meet the ever-changing IT skills employers demand, including big data and
analytics, cloud, cybersecurity, automation, machine learning, and artificial intelligence."

Visit the CSR blog for profiles of Cisco Networking Academy students.

RSS Feed for Cisco: http://newsroom.cisco.com/rss-feeds

Cisco (NASDAQ: CSCO) is the worldwide technology leader that has been making the Internet work
since 1984. Our people, products, and partners help society securely connect and seize tomorrow's
digital opportunity today. Discover more at newsroom.cisco.com and follow us on Twitter at @Cisco.

Cisco and the Cisco logo are registered trademarks or trademarks of Cisco Systems, Inc. and/or its
affiliates in the United States and certain other countries. All other trademarks mentioned in this
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