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LONDON, April 05, 2018 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Cisco and Colt Technology Services announced today
that they have successfully achieved a key milestone in upgrading Colt's pan-European, US and Asian
packet network. This lays the foundation for the Colt IQ Network to deliver further di�erentiated, high-
bandwidth connectivity solutions.

 

Cisco and Colt revealed in December 2016 that they were working on a system-wide, multiple 100Gbps
upgrade to Colt's IQ Network.   This will enable it to rapidly deliver high-performance connectivity for
cloud-scale, business-critical applications to its enterprise, carrier and web-centric customers. By
combining segment routing and Ethernet VPN (EVPN), Colt’s IQ Network now bene�ts from faster
convergence time, increased network availability and resiliency for any topology, while enabling the
service provider to deliver high-bandwidth solutions much faster.

Colt's next-generation packet network uses end-to-end segment routing technology to simplify and
automate network operation and signi�cantly reduce operating costs. With the quality, speed, capacity
and �exibility to meet application-speci�c service quality requirements, Colt’s customers will bene�t
from an infrastructure designed for enabling digital businesses.

“Colt is focused on providing best-in-class, high-bandwidth connectivity solutions to meet our
customers’ ever-growing business needs,” said Peter Coppens, vice president, Product, Colt.
“Aligning with these overarching goals, we worked closely with Cisco to design a network architecture
that is simple to operate, highly available and capable of delivering innovative network services. This
also enables Colt to bene�t from faster time-to-market. Segment routing signi�cantly decreased
complexity in the IQ Network and helped us start o�ering di�erentiated network services such as
disjoint path. EVPN further contributed to operational simpli�cation and made the delivery of services
much more e�cient.”

Colt’s IQ Network connects more than 800 data centres around the globe, with more than 25,000 on-
net buildings, providing high-bandwidth network and voice services for enterprises and wholesale
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customers in Europe, Asia and North America. EVPN drives the next level of simplicity by o�ering a
uni�ed control plane protocol (Border Gateway Protocol - BGP) for all services types, including both
Layer 2 VPN and Layer 3 VPN services. It also provides faster convergence times that signi�cantly
enhances the customer experience. Segment routing reduces the network complexity, as it cuts down
the number of protocols required. It also:

improves network availability with 50ms protection mechanism, covering 100% of the possible
network topologies using TI-LFA SR;
enables better utilization of the network with simple and scalable MPLS segment routing tra�c
engineering for the data plane;
makes possible the delivery of innovative network services possible, o�ering on-demand real
time delivery capabilities.

The Cisco Network Convergence System (NCS) 5500 series and the Cisco Aggregation Services Router
(ASR) 9000 platforms will form the main components of a uni�ed fabric powered by IOS XR and its
market-leading software innovations -- segment routing and EVPN.

“We have been working on this initiative with Colt for more than a year, and we are proud to bring
additional bene�ts to its network, as well as lay the groundwork for new opportunities,” said Jonathan
Davidson,senior vice president and general manager, Service Provider Networking, Cisco.  "In

selecting Cisco's Cloud Scale Networking technologies such as the Cisco® NCS 5500, segment routing
and EVPN, Colt is now in a position to deliver the high bandwidth and customer-oriented experience
that de�nes the network of the future."

Cisco is leading the disruption in the industry with its technology innovations in systems; silicon;
software and security; and its unrivalled expertise in mass-scale networking, automation, optical,
optics, cable access, video, and mobility. Combining these capabilities with Cisco’s portfolio of go-to-
market security, collaboration, IoT, and professional services, we enable service providers, media and
web companies to reduce cost and complexity, help secure their networks, and grow revenue.

Supporting resources

Cisco Segment Routing
Cisco NCS 500 Series
Cisco ASR 9000 Series
For more information about Cisco service provider news and activities, visit the SP360 blog or
follow us on Twitter @CiscoSP360
Follow us on our LinkedIn page for targeted updates and announcements

RSS Feed for Cisco: http://newsroom.cisco.com/dlls/rss.html

About Cisco
 Cisco (NASDAQ:CSCO) is the worldwide leader in IT that helps companies seize the opportunities of

tomorrow by proving that amazing things can happen when you connect the previously unconnected.
For ongoing news, please go to http://thenetwork.cisco.com.

 

Cisco and the Cisco logo are trademarks or registered trademarks of Cisco and/or its a�liates in the
U.S. and other countries. A listing of Cisco's trademarks can be found at
www.cisco.com/go/trademarks. Third-party trademarks mentioned are the property of their respective
owners. The use of the word partner does not imply a partnership relationship between Cisco and any
other company.
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https://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/solutions/service-provider/cloud-scale-networking-solutions/segment-routing.html
https://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/products/routers/network-convergence-system-5500-series/index.html
https://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/products/routers/asr-9000-series-aggregation-services-routers/index.html
http://blogs.cisco.com/category/sp/
https://twitter.com/CiscoSP360
http://www.linkedin.com/company/cisco-service-provider
http://newsroom.cisco.com/dlls/rss.html
http://thenetwork.cisco.com/
http://www.cisco.com/go/trademarks


About Colt 
Colt aims to be the leader in enabling customers’ digital transformation through agile and on-demand,
high bandwidth solutions. The Colt IQ Network connects over 800 data centres across Europe, Asia and
North America’s largest business hubs, with over 25,000 on net buildings and growing.

Colt has built its reputation on putting customers �rst. Customers include data intensive organisations
spanning over 200 cities in nearly 30 countries. Colt is a recognised innovator and pioneer in Software
De�ned Networks (SDN) and Network Function Virtualisation (NFV). Privately owned, Colt is one of the
most �nancially sound companies in its industry and able to provide the best customer experience at a
competitive price. For more information, please visit http://www.colt.net.

Press Contacts:

Amy Lucas - Cisco Media  
 +44 (0)788 191 8160 amylucas@cisco.com

Nola Pocock - Director - Global Communications, PR & AR
 +447917714377 nola.pocock@colt.net

Source: Cisco
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